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MORNING

WELCOME ADDRESS 
Rosie Nelson and Rosa Targett

0930 - 0945

REGISTRATION0900 - 0930

AFTERNOON

KEYNOTE PRESENTATION 
Elizabeth McDermott, University of Lancaster 

0945 - 1030

WORKSHOP 2A: ON THE LIMITS OF PRIDE  
PANEL 2B: MUSEUMS, MONSTERS, & LOVE 

1400 - 1530

BREAK 1530 - 1600

PANEL 1A :COMMUNITY, SPACE, AND                                  
(UN)BELONGING 
PANEL 1B: FANDOM, COMICS, & THE QUEERVERSE

1100 - 1230

BREAK 1030 - 1100

LUNCH (PROVIDED) 1230 - 1400

WINE RECEPTION &
PERFORMANCE 

1730 - 1900

WORKSHOP 3A: TRANS SUBJECTIVITIES 
PANEL 3B: QUEER HISTORIES 

1600 - 1730



MORNING

WORKSHOP 4A: NEGOTIATING IDENTITY AND
LABELS AS AN LGBTQ+ YOUNG PERSON 
PANEL 4B: QUEER SPACES

0900 - 1030

AFTERNOON

WORKSHOP 6A: QUEERS HATE PRISON 
PANEL 6B: NEW DIRECTIONS 

1400 - 1530 

BREAK 1530 - 1600

PANEL 5A: LIGHTNING PANEL  
PANEL 5B: QUEER PEDAGOGIES 

1100 - 1230

BREAK 1030 - 1100

LUNCH (PROVIDED) 1230 - 1400

CONFERENCE ENDS 1730

PANEL 7A: DARKNESS & FUCKING 
PANEL 7B: QUEER LANGUAGE 

1600 - 1730



Code of Conduct

Add a little bit of body textAdd a little bit of body text

 
The Critically Queer Conference is dedicated to providing a harassment-free conference experience for

everyone, regardless of gender identity and expression, sexual orientation, disability, physical
appearance, race, ethnicity, age, religion or background. We do not tolerate harassment of conference

participants in any form. Conference participants violating these rules will be expelled from the
conference. Harassment includes, but is not limited to: 

 
  

* Verbal comments that reinforce social structures of domination [related to any identity category] 
 

* Deliberate intimidation, stalking, or following 
 

* Harassing photography or recording 
 

* Sustained disruption of talks or other events 
 

* Inappropriate physical contact 
 

* Unwelcome sexual attention 
 

* Advocating for, or encouraging, any of the above behaviour 
 
  
 

Enforcement 
 

Participants asked to stop any harassing behavior are expected to comply immediately 
 

If a participant engages in harassing behaviour, event organisers retain the right to take action to keep
the event a welcoming environment for all participants. This includes expulsion from the conference

[with no refund]. 
 

Event organisers may take action to redress anything designed to, or with the clear impact of, disrupting
the event or making the environment hostile for any participants. 

 
We expect participants to follow these rules at all times during the event. 

 
  
 

Reporting 
 

Harassment and other code of conduct violations reduce the value of our event for everyone. If
someone makes you or anyone else feel unsafe or unwelcome, please report it as soon as possible. 

 
You can make a personal report by contacting a staff member [conference staff will be easily

identifiable]. When taking a report, our staff will ensure you are safe and cannot be overheard. They
may involve other event staff to ensure your report is managed properly. Once safe, we'll ask you to tell
us about what happened. This can be upsetting, but we'll handle it as respectfully as possible, and you
can bring someone to support you. You won't be asked to confront anybody and we won't tell anyone

who you are. 
 

Our team will be happy to help you contact other support services, provide escorts, or otherwise assist
you to feel safe for the duration of the event. We value your attendance. 

 
This anti-harassment policy is based on the example policy from the Geek Feminism wiki, created by the

Ada Initiative and other volunteers. http://geekfeminism.wikia.com/wiki/Conference_anti-harassment 



Welcome

Welcome to the first ever Critically Queer Conference and thank you for joining us to
take part in this conversation. 

 
The Critically Queer Conference 2018 is the first conference held by the Critically Queer
Working Group (CQWG). The CQWG was started in late 2017 with the idea of bridging

connections between academics, artists, and community activists, as well as focusing on
what it means to be LGBTQIA+ to each individual. Previous activities we have been

involved in have included hosting a stall at LGBT+ History Month in Bristol’s M-Shed,
hosting an inaugural meeting to pinpoint what the CQWG wanted to achieve, and

presenting the ethos and aims of our working group at various conferences and seminar
series. We are active on Twitter @CriticallyQ and have a mailing list which you can join by

emailing criticallyqueerbristol@gmail.com 
 

We are so happy to welcome you to the University of Bristol to attend this conference.
There are many ways to get involved in the conference with community activists and
publishers hosting stalls in the atrium space, panel discussions, workshops, a quiet

room, and a wine reception and performance. 
 

The quiet room can be found in 2E2 where you’ll be able to take time out from the
conference and enjoy a space to reflect and relax before diving back into the

conversation. 
 

Lunch, snacks, coffee, and tea will be provided throughout the conference. If you have
any dietary requirements, please speak to a volunteer or the organisers if you need help

identifying the right food for you. 
 

The Social Sciences Complex is an accessible building. If you need help finding an
accessible route throughout the conference, please don’t hesitate to ask a volunteer to

show you the way. 
 

We support the University of Bristol bathroom policy which states that you may use
whichever is appropriate for you. 

 
We thank you so much for joining us, and we look forward to hearing your thoughts,

experiences, and ideas. 
 

Warmly, 
Rosie Nelson and Rosa Targett 

Co-Convenors of the CQWG 
PhD students in SPAIS, University of Bristol 



Keynote Lecture: Dr. Elizabeth Dermott

For the past twenty years I have been working, teaching
and researching in the field of public health within the
NHS and higher education institutions. My research
concentrates on mental health inequalities and their
social determinants. The programme of empirical study
I am developing aims to understand why and how
social inequality and marginalisation influence mental
health and wellbeing, and the policies and
interventions required to promote the mental health of
disadvantaged population groups. 
My work aims to move the frame of inquiry beyond
well-rehearsed psychiatric, individual explanations,
instead considering the social, economic and cultural
factors which underpin emotional distress.  

Central to my intellectual concerns are the emotions or affects that arise from particular
constructions of marginalised and disadvantaged subjectivities and identities within
specific social, economic and cultural circumstances. My research is interdisciplinary and
draws upon sociology, public health, social psychology, queer and feminist theory, and pays
attention to the intersections of class, sexuality, gender and age. 
 
My current empirical work aims to understand why young people with marginalised
sexualities and genders have elevated rates of suicide and self-harm. This has been part of
an on-going interdisciplinary European collaboration between myself and the Dept. of
Psychology, University of Oslo. The research collaboration has been successful in attracting
funding on a number of occasions and has culminated in a recently published book ‘Queer
Youth, Suicide and Self Harm: Troubled Subjects, Troubling Norms' (Palgrave, 2016). In
addition, I have completed, as Chief Investigator, a Department of Health funded study
investigating LGBT young people, suicide, self-harm and help seeking. This is the first
national study of this disadvantaged population group and it provides evidence to support
the National Suicide Prevention Strategy. 
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Programme in Detail 

 
Thursday 20th 

September



Conference Programme in Detail

NOTE: This Panel has a participant who would like to remain anonymous due to the content of their
talk. Please do not take any photographs or tweet about the specific individual's paper during their

talk 
 

Experiencing feelings of belonging: The place of bisexual individuals in LGBT Spaces 
Robin Rose Breetveld, University of Kent 

This conference paper explores the position of bisexual individuals within spaces designated for sexual
minorities. People who identify as bisexual are stuck between a rock and a hard place, experiencing
discrimination and marginalisation of both the heterosexual as the lesbian and gay population. When

communities based on inclusion begin to exclude their members, it creates division, which subsequently
leads to negative experiences. Likewise, the unique position of bisexuality as an autonomous sexuality has

gone relatively unexplored within academia. Therefore, to enhance the visibility of marginalised minorities and
create a more inclusive equality discussion, this research aims to provide a platform of experiences and

recognition of sexual citizenship. Drawing on qualitative methods within the project, this conference paper
presents the preliminary findings from the ethnographic observations and interviews. The ethnographic

observations show the reactive and fluid nature of affective responses to -and in- spaces, both social and
physical. Whilst the interview findings provide understanding of experiences: belonging in space, in (peer)

groups, and in language.   
 

Queer/Trans Displacement in the United States and the Theoretical Borders of Forced Migration
Studies 

Samuel Ritholtz, University of Oxford 
The phenomenon of sexual and gender minorities’ internal migration from homophobic to safe areas in the

United States has been well documented in academic literature and modern culture. Cut off from their
community and facing discrimination, queer/trans people leave home, but can their displacement be

considered a form of forced migration? In this thesis, I explore the assumptions and biases in the discipline of
forced migration studies that result in the internal migration of queer/trans people in the United States being
overlooked by the field’s scholars. Analyzing two empirical case studies of queer/trans internal migration in

the United States, the recently ‘out’ public school teacher facing community discrimination and the
queer/trans youth experiencing homelessness, and a theoretical case study of the social contract through a

queer epistemological lens, I posit that present in the field is an epistemological heteronormativity, or a
straight/cis-gaze, that informs the theory of knowledge of the discipline. This epistemological

heteronormativity prevents us from asking the right questions about queer/trans migration that would not only
render their displacement visible, but reveal how power and politics contribute to structural and physical
violence currently effaced in academic discussion. This queer epistemological analysis of queer/trans

displacement complicates our understanding of a coherent, unified State and challenges the role of the State
and its actors in the private lives of the displaced. The implications of this research go beyond queer/trans

displacement and contribute to conversations on how to analyze more subtle forms of coercion and
displacement in the discipline. 

 

Panel 1A: Community, Space, and (Un)Belonging 
Thursday 20th September, 11:00am-12:30pm 

Priory Road Lecture Theatre 
Chair: Eleanor Formby 



Conference Programme in Detail

 
Young Disabled and LGBT+: Intersecting Identities 

Alex Toft, Coventry University 
Research has consistently shown that queer disabled people are a marginalised group who experience

layered stigma (McCann et al 2016) due to residing within a double minority. However, the rise in
understanding identities as intersectional presents the opportunity to understand the complex systems and
pressures which reinforce social inequalities; and yet the inclusion of disabled identities within analysis has

not been embraced by scholars (Meekosha & Shuttleworth 2009). Furthermore, popular discourse
concerning sexuality and disability often views disabled people as non-sexual and consistently desexualises
their lives. This is acerbated in relation to the lives of young disabled people who are seen as going through

a phase or incapable of understanding LGBT+ sexuality. Such an approach is potentially damaging and
undermines the importance of adolescence as a period of identity construction (Corker 2001). 

The paper presents findings from a UK project which sought to understand the experiences of young people
(16-25) who identified as disabled and LGBT+. We aimed to discover how young people understood,

negotiated and enacted their identities in light of the social pressures and challenges that they faced. Here
we frame such challenges in relation to the societal misconceptions of their identities and their access to
support and information in particular. The paper is guided by the voices of young disabled LGBT+ people

throughout to reflect their position as experts in their own lives. 
The paper asserts that the idea of sexuality as a phase is undermined by misconceptions of disability and a

consistent denial of access to information/education. Young disabled LGBT+ people valued collectivity and a
sense of community to support their identities. Yet in public life safety strategies of compartmentalisation and

adaption were practiced.  
 

Repercussions for Resisting the Cis-tem: Bureaucratic Victim Blaming in the Neoliberal University 
Anonymous 

This paper uses autoethnography to critically reflect on the repression I have experienced for vocally
opposing trans misogyny as both an academic and an organiser from the trans community. I assert that the
way in which the University establishment has sought to penalise me highlights a prioritized concern with
their reputation in the neoliberal context of the University as a business, to the detriment of marginalised
students. In doing so, this (re)produces hostility and violence towards the trans community more broadly.

First, I draw on the connections theorized between International Terrorism and Domestic Violence theorized
by Pain (2014) to contextualize the, “broader structures” that enable University bureaucracies to enact

“coercive control” (Stark 2007; Williamson 2010). I argue that such methods are used to punish those who
question the status-quo – in this case the cis-centric character of Universities - in its pursuit of maintaining
and reproducing academic eminence and in turn, a profit. Second, I substantiate this theoretical claim with

an autoethnographic account of the formal disciplinary procedure to which I have been subjected, examining
the allegations made against me and emails sent to my lawyers in the lead up to the hearing, as “documents

of life” that tell a story (Plummer 2001). I reference the informal repercussions of this process and the
consequences for being a trans student. Finally, I address the ethics of this methodology. I demonstrate how
centring subjectivity through autoethnography itself enables resistance to victim-blaming processes that have

been used to erase my trans identity. But, simultaneously, in anonymizing my account in accordance with
ethical standards required for research – and the University’s policy around disciplinary proceedings - I am

complicit in my own subjugation by protecting those who have enacted transphobic abuse against me. 
 



Conference Programme in Detail

 
Comics, cons and crowdfunding: how the indie comic scene is pushing for LGBT representation 

Tab Kimpton, Manchester based comics author and designer of the CQWG logo 
Tab Kimpton briefly explains the webcomic/indie/small press comic scene, the rise of crowdfunding as a

publishing medium (with examples of queer content at the forefront), and a run down of projects that
promote inclusion of LGBT characters to improve visibility in comics. 

 
Better Worlds: Exploring the Queerverses in Contemporary North American Genre Television 

Lynn Kozak, McGill University 
Queer pairings between television protagonists have long featured in fandom’s tendency to ‘ship’, or

fantasise about possible relationships outside of story canon, with queer relationships in particular making
up the domain of ‘slash’, fan-fiction that writes those relationships: it is perhaps no accident that these forms
emerged from the sci-fi possibilities of Star Trek (CBS, 1966-9). But a recent trend in North American genre
(sci-fi, fantasy, superhero) television imagines queer relationships within shows themselves, often within the

genre conventions of alternate universes/timelines or magical realms. While these ‘queerverse’
relationships indicate a clear boost in queer representation on American television, they also raise

questions. Is this a new trope, or an outgrowth from older television tropes of ‘queer-baiting’ or ‘bury your
gays’, as queer pairings are often killed or displaced within the main story of the show? How do these

imagined ‘queerverse’ relationships play on or appropriate slash and fan responses to these shows? How
do these relationships play on the extradiegetic out-ness of series’ actors or producers? Finally, how do

these shows compare with genre shows that do centrally present queer pairings, like Black Lightning (CW,
2018-) and Shadowhunters (Freeform, 2016-8)?  

This paper will explore the ‘queerverse’ phenomenon in Star Trek: Discovery (CBS All Access, 2018-), The
CW’s Arrowverse (2014-), and The Magicians (Showcase, 2015-), with a critical eye towards what these

queer possibilities mean and how they affect (but rarely re-centre) mainstream canon. 
 

Panel 1B: Fandom, Comics, and the Queerverse 
Thursday 20th September, 11:00am-12:30pm 

Room 2D2 
Chair: Sakura Byrne



Conference Programme in Detail

 
Drama Queens: Is there a need for theatre made by the LGBTQ community? 

Sean Denyer, Writer/performer/producer at Acting Out 
Acting Out is an award winning LGBTQ community drama group which has been running in Dublin, Ireland
for ten years and whose membership is drawn from the LGBTQ community in Dublin. The group presents
new writing, queer classics, devised pieces and documentary theatre and operates out of the Outhouse,

the LGBTQ community centre for Dublin.. This presentation will ask questions about the role and purpose
of drama made and presented by the LGBTQ community. Use will be made of audience feedback, through
email, social media and personal communication to productions the group has put on,  and comparisons of

critical responses from LGBTQ and straight sources to the productions will be discussed. The results of
interviews conducted with people not identifying as LGBTQ as to why they would not attend an Acting Out
production will be presented. A case will be made that LGBTQ specific drama retains a vital role in giving
voice to a community, so often absent, or erased, from any discourse on contemporary performance, and
for giving the wider community an insight into the lives of Irish queers. The presentation will also discuss

how LGBTQ community drama may be developed in Ireland and elsewhere. 
 

 
Arun Smith, Athabasca University 

While theory can provide marginalised people and communities with the words to express their
marginalisation, there are limits to how far it can advance liberatory discourse. Theory without practice,

without praxis, can be a validating exercise, but often fails to meaningfully and materially challenge
hegemonic structures. With this in mind, and with my particular practice emphasising the importance of

community conversations, I propose a one-hour open discussion and workshop entitled "On the Limits of
Pride: How Inclusion is Mobilised and Weaponised Against Queer and Trans People of Colour". Drawing
from both personal and academic experience, I seek to bring the challenges of discourse forward into a

setting that explores how erstwhile radical demands, such as inclusion, are processed through and
appropriated by cisheterosexist society to prevent queer and trans liberation. This discussion and workshop
will, further, make use of audio-visual media, including historical protest signs, slides featuring quotations,

and limited discussion of theory, as a point of departure; from there, personal narratives are intended to take
over, as the conversation evolves and unfolds. Pride parades and events serve as a useful discursive site
because of the prominence, and the degree to which they have been appropriated to include corporations,

police and military, and other violent and reactionary institutions; accordingly, materials will explore the place
of Pride historically and in its contemporary iterations. This discussion and workshop seeks, additionally, to

engage with an interdisciplinary understanding, emphasising the following Critically Queer Conference
themes in particular: queer interventions and activism, queer and trans geographies, queerness as capital,
the power and problematics of labels, intersectional understandings of queer and trans communities, and

queer representation. 
 

Attendance capped at 15-20 
. 
 

WORKSHOP 2A: On the Limits of Pride: How Inclusion is 
Mobilised and Weaponised Against Queer and Trans 

People of Colour 
Thursday 20th September, 2:30pm - 3:30pm 

Room 2D2



Conference Programme in Detail

Reflections on Queering the Science Museum 
Eleanor Armstrong, University College London 

Damien Arness-Dale, QUEERSEUM 
LGBTQIA+ identities have been embraced and engaged with in many arts and cultural centres, for example at

Victoria and Albert Museum, the Tate through to activist groups such as Cuntemporary. Some science
museums have also approached this, for example the Natural History Museum, and The Oxford Museum for

the History of Science, however, to date nothing significant had been undertaken within the Science Museum.  
The Science Museum London presents the main collection of the UK on physical sciences and technology.

The Museum annually welcomes over 3 million people - 6% of all visitors to museums, archives, galleries and
libraries sponsored by DCMS across the UK through it’s doors, making it one of the most visited collections
nationally. The museum tells stories of histories of science, with galleries on display that have been curated

over the course of the past 50 years, which (especially in the older collections) present a cisgender,
heteronormative understanding of the history of science. Within this collection, however, are objects that
suggest science, technology, engineering, mathematics and medicine (STEMM) was, is, and will be more
plural than the traditional narratives suggest. By highlighting well-known queer scientists and histories of

science, as well as under-acknowledged ones this tour brought together a curated selection of narratives that
can be told about queerness in the science museum space.  

This presentation reflects on the production, delivery and reflections on the Queering the Science Museum
tours, that were held every weekend in July 2018. We hope to draw out  learnings about the queer activism we

engaged with to create this tour, and we learnt of from in delivering this tour. By delivering this tour live, our
theoretical and academically-grounded discussions took on a pragmatic approach to considering how to

present, respond to, and collect experiences of queerness in STEMM and museum spaces.  
 

Hiraeth of Beautiful Monsters, the Reparative Turn 
Shannon Forrester, Royal College of Art London 

Disturbingly effective in propagating stereotype to bolster identity-based bias, the visual is an undeniably
powerful agent of cultural production. Racism, misogyny, and homophobia use the body as a lynchpin to
propagate false claims that certain bodies are less than human, even monstrous, while elevating others.

Reclaiming the lynchpins of prejudice can have a similar effect to removing any foundational element, it might
spark a collapse. So, what then is the potential of claiming the purportedly monstrous body as an empowering

icon, an agent of healing, an embodiment of a hopeful future? 
In TransMaterialities, Karen Barad offers a turn to the beautiful for the monstrous while exploring the

entanglement of queer with everything from the electron to the universe. 1 In Reparative Aesthetics Susan
Best describes the predominant identity politics position as anti-aesthetic, a reveal of the known, and a

“paranoid reading” as explained by Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick in Touching feeling. 2 Best positions reparative
aesthetics as something which “holds negative and positive together, seeks pleasure rather than avoidance of
shame as a reparative, and has a capacity to assimilate violence.” 3 The transformative potential of reparative

aesthetics is far reaching and multifaceted, yet not the predominant method used to critically subvert queer
marginalization. This session explores the reparative turn in the context of the visual realm with a specific focus

on painting. It will examine the potential of painting to reclaim and/or recast queer bodies using a reparative
turn with a liberatory aim. It will also imagine how the visual realm is tied our deepest most hopeful optimisms
and longing for a not yet arrived future to replace what frequently seems an increasingly dystopian existence

marked by growing bias which privileges some bodies over others. 
 

Panel 2B: Museums, Monsters, and Love 
Thursday 20th September, 2:00pm-3:30pm 

Priory Road Lecture Theatre 
Chair: Cheryl Morgan



Conference Programme in Detail

On the temporality of queer love 
Melissa Frateantonio, University of Durham 

This ongoing geographic and artistic inquiry explores the (non-)rhythmic, (ir)regular, chaotic nature of the way
in which queer-identifying peoples experience and feel (romantic) love, in light of its

divergences/convergences with heteronormative experiences of love/sexuality. I explore what it means to be
queer, and how this translates into experiences of love (and its temporality). A particular focus on the

emotional landscape of love and its necessarily close entanglement with the idea of time (and space) allows
for a centralisation of intimate, visual methodological research, which is supported by my own fine art

practices. 
I am conducting personal interviews with a small cohort of 2-3 queer-identifying people over a period of a few

months to interpret their personal experiences of ‘love’ and the various temporalities which are entangled
within them. During these interviews, I am building a portfolio of sketches, brisk paintings and photographs,
which will then lead to a final portrait piece: effectively a co-production of an account of queer sexuality and

experiences of love. Intimacy is incorporated as method through the building of a friendship through personal
discussions of experiences of and thoughts on queer love and sexuality.  

Through producing art pieces through intimate research, I want to project my subjects’ voices and sexualities; I
want to co-develop an in-depth account of queer sexuality, and produce new knowledges through this hybrid

of methods. I would really like to showcase the final pieces at Critically Queer, to illustrate that creative
methods are powerful and can be used seriously in social and cultural geographical research. 

I hope to spark a conversation about how love and time are an important tropes in beginning to look at the
structures of queer love in modern day society, through powerful pieces of art. 

 
A journey towards Slugtopia 

Vix, Bristol based artist 
Captured by the alienesque mating ritual of the Leopard Slugs in my early teens, I began a journey with them

as a metaphor for exploring and understanding myself, my gender and sexuality. The metaphor then
transformed into a performance using tactile material that enabled me to let go of my bodily inhibitions and

anxieties. In this presentation I tell a story of my journey into Slugtopia, using nature and interactive
performances of Slime Timeto explore queerness, dissolve gender binaries and connect with one other

metaphysically. 
The tactile, oozing, UV-drenched slime used in the immersive experiences acts as a connective and anxiety-

combative material. Beginning in video with a duo and slime, my continued obsession with the slugs grew into
interactive performances and art events, aiming to create safe spaces of inclusivity, free from judgement and

body shaming. 
The slugs’ combination of male and female genitalia allows self-fertilisation to continue their species but the

union of the Leopard Slugs happens regardless; they choose to connect with another although they could just
reproduce alone; anthropomorphising them, I believe they connect for contact and closeness. The concept

begins with its relations to sex and gender but because of their non-binary qualities, it goes to a metaphysical
space where our outer layers are removed. Slime Time is an investigative playground where we connect on

the basis of essence, conversation and a child-like awe of what is mostly considered a gross and abject
material. The slime is a portal into fluidity, openness and equality that I have witnessed in the slug crew that
help make it all possible and with the people we meet when running the event. I have brought Slime Time to

Critically Queer to investigate it as a pragmatic approach to Queer studies, as a way to bring people together,
removing the pedestal of performance with inclusivity, acceptance and playfulness. 

 



Conference Programme in Detail

Sage Brice, University of Bristol 
Critical geographies of fashion and style address ways in which the politics of identity, gender, subjectivisation,
and (de)coloniality are materialised through practices of design, presentation and performance of dress. Recent

work in the field extends attention to these matters in the light of ontological approaches that decentre the
subject, thus both troubling and expanding analyses that have relied on a more structural concept of

subjectivity. The lived experiences of gender transition make present tensions between new and traditional
conceptions of gender and identity, and afford an intimate and unusually broad insight into the mechanisms

through which subjectivisation is gendered and gender subjectivised through daily practices of fashion and style.
This experimental and practice-based contribution makes playful and subversive use of a fashion activity book
intended for young women and girls, to document the author’s experiences of gender transition - taking as its

cue the notion that the challenges and joys of transition in many ways resemble a form of second adolescence.
In the process it references practices of mindfulness and self-care as well as the sometimes confusing collision

of queer politics with a journey of intentional and iterative re-subjectivisation within gendered social space. It
draws on visual and auto-ethnographic material, alongside the work of thinkers including Judith Butler, Hasana
Sharp, Karen Barad and Gilbert Simondon, to explore how we might rethink the question of subjectivisation in

fashion and style as a fundamentally distributed and yet intensely personal social process. The proposed
contribution consists of an exhibition of printed works and accompanying conversational workshop. The

workshop format will be tailored to suit the situation, but might include, for example, a brief presentation, Q+A,
and some small-group exercises, followed by an open-floor conversation.  

 
Attendance capped at 20-25 

 

Favorinus of Arles: A Roman Intersex Celebrity 
Cheryl Morgan, OutStories Bristol 

In the early days of Rome fathers were encouraged to kill any babies who were not physically perfect. However,
as time went on attitudes softened, and it was possible for an intersex person to achieve great fame. 

Favorinus was born in Gaul in 80 CE. Assigned male at birth, they apparently never went through male puberty
and were thus recognised by Romans as a “natural eunuch”. Thanks to their ferocious intellect, Favorinus

became a famous philosopher. Statues were erected in their honour in Athens and Corinth, and they became a
close friend of the Emperor Hadrian. 

Although frequently derided as effeminate by their enemies, and rumoured to enjoy submissive sex with male
slaves, Favorinus was also sued for adultery by a former consul. In defending their right to be heard, Favorinus

became embroiled in a philosophical debate that still echoes today: does one’s physical appearance reflect
one’s character. 

This paper will examine the life of Favorinus and their legacy. It will ask what light this sheds on attitudes to
intersex people, both in Rome and in subsequent centuries. 

 

Workshop 3A: Trans subjectivisations: drawing an 
(im)personal politics of gender, fashion and style  

Thursday 20th September, 4:00pm - 5:30pm 
Room 2D2

Panel 3B: Queer Histories 
Thursday 20th September, 4:00pm - 5:30pm 

Priory Road Lecture Theatre 
Chair: Chase Ledin
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The queer lives and writing of French women in the fin de siècle 
Rachael Stockdale, Queen’s University Belfast 

The French literary world from the 1880s to the early 1900s – characterised by a sense of experimentation,
radical innovation and a rejection of (male) convention – was a time of profound change for women, both in

terms of the representation and fate of female protagonists, and for women writers in the literary marketplace.
However, despite the fact that the fin de siècle was such a pioneering era for what we may now consider

feminist literature, attitudes to women’s writing remained disdainful. This is true of the French literary world both
during the decadent period and continuing on into the early 1900s, and is particularly true of women we could
now label as “queer”, as well as women writing literature involving gender experimentalism. Despite what one
may presume from the lack of acknowledgement in the literary canon, a considerable amount of French queer

women writers did exist and write about their lives at that time, and yet there remains a significant lack of
scholarly attention given to experimental and radical new representations of female sexual identity in literature

written by women at the turn of the century.  
This paper will focus on the consideration of women’s queer desire as a much more complex phenomenon than

the usual sensationalised and sexualised portrayal of lesbian relationships and raise the question of these
women’s ability to reject heteronormativity in such a conscious and radical manner not only through their same-
sex relations but also through the mediums intellectual, emotional and sexual polyamory and non-monogamy,

overcoming the trope of the promiscuity of the fallen woman, queer idealism, and the depiction of a sex worker’s
life as written from the perspective of a self-identifying queer courtesan  (and all of this studied through both in

the fictional work of women writers and the nonfictional correspondence between them and other women). 
 

‘Not totally gay, I suppose’: Conducting a queer oral history of bisexuality and multiple-gender-
attraction 

Martha Robinson Rhodes, University of Birmingham 
This paper considers the various methodological issues that arise when beginning to conduct a queer oral

history that focusses on bisexuality and multiple-gender-attraction.  
Much of the existing scholarship on queer oral history (Boyd and Ramirez, 2012; Murphy et al, 2016) focusses

on the relationship between interviewer and interviewee, and raises issues about insider/outsider status,
community, and visibility.  

I will explore how these analyses can be applied to oral histories of bisexuality and multiple-gender-attraction in
the 1970s and 1980s. How can I conduct a ‘queer oral history’ when my interviewees may not identify as

‘bisexual’ and may not understand the concept of ‘multiple-gender-attraction’; when their sense of ‘community’
may have been affected by exclusion and erasure in the period that I am asking them to remember; and when

the concept of ‘visibility’ has been complicated by the idea of ‘passing as straight’?  
I believe that queer oral history provides a unique opportunity to relate the sometimes-abstract ideas of ‘queer
theory’ to the practical methodological issues of recruiting interviewees and conducting interviews. As I am still

at an early stage in my research, this paper will set out some of the questions and debates I have been
grappling with, and I hope to provoke discussions rather than insist on concrete answers.   
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The Quiet Rebellion: Gay’s the Word and the Space Censorship of the Queer Bookshop 
Toni Velikova, University of Edinburgh 

On 10 April 1984, the height of the AIDS epidemic in the UK, the only LGBT bookshop in the country - Gay’s the
Word in London - was raided by Customs & Excise. The raid resulted in the confiscation of a third of the

bookshop’s material and the seizure of over £12,000 worth of stock in transit on grounds of ‘obscenity’. What
followed was a concentrated effort from government forces to shut Gay’s the Word down, which resulted in a
long and publicly scrutinised obscenity trial. Despite this, Gay’s the Word continued to function not just as a

bookshop, but also as a meeting space for various radical LGBT organisations and as a support group for AIDS
sufferers. 

The aim of this paper is twofold. Firstly, it will explore the past and present challenges faced by queer radical
bookshops in disseminating literature for their specific markets. Secondly, it will assess the function of queer
bookshops as social and cultural spaces for queer groups and it will establish a cohesive analysis method,

reliant on a reconceptualization of Habermas’ public sphere. It will introduce the concept of ‘space censorship’,
as related to literary censorship and the Bourdieuian literary field. It will use this epistemological framework to
analyse the deeper historical implications of the censorship raid on Gay’s the Word and uncover the hidden

history of organised queer resistance in the form of Defend Gay’s the Word campaign. 
Ultimately, the paper will provide an insight into the reading practices of queer audiences and how these

practices intersect with discourses of queer activism and queer resistance 
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Catt Turney, Cardiff University 

Freedom Youth, Bristol 
Members of Freedom Youth propose an interactive panel discussion & collaborative artwork on identity, labels,

change and flux. This will have three parts: 
 

1) Short monologues about ‘identity, labels, change and flux’, performed by members of Freedom Youth.
These will relate to members’ experiences, views and comments on identity and identification, labels,

queerness and fluidity, exploring aspects such as the power of language, changes in the meaning of labels
over time (generationally and within an individual’s life) and the ‘baggage’ of labels. 

 
2) Panel discussion, chaired by a Freedom Youth worker. Freedom Youth members will respond to questions
exploring in more detail the themes raised in the monologues, relating to identity/labels, queerness, and being
part of the LGBTQ+ community as a young person today, before the floor is opened up to questions from the

audience.  
 

3) Collaborative artwork – all audience members will be invited to be part of a piece of artwork on identity and
labels. Each audience member will be given a number of cardboard ‘Tetris’ pieces as they enter the room. To
finish the session, audience members will be asked to think about their own identity and the different labels

they associate with or like to use (not limited to gender/sexuality), and to write these on the front of the pieces.
On the back, they will be asked to answer the question: 

 
‘What is the power of this label/identity?’ (this is left deliberately ambiguous – for example, it can be interpreted
in relation to how labels/identities give us power; how labels can exercise power over us; how we have power

over our identities/labels.) 
 

Following the session, those who have attended the session (or haven’t – there can be other opportunities to
make the Tetris pieces) will be able to add their pieces to create a double-sided collage, a collaborative piece

of art exploring the affinities, power and ‘baggage’ of identities and labels. This will be built throughout the day,
facilitated by Freedom Youth members.  

 

Workshop 4A: Negotiating Identity and Labels as an 
LGBTQ+ Young Person 

Friday 21st September, 9:00am - 10:30am 
Room 2D2 
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Exploring ‘queer’ spaces in the UK; adopting an intersectional perspective 

Eleanor Formby, Sheffield Hallam University 
This paper draws on UK Arts and Humanities Research Council funded research with over 600 LGBT+

people, which explored their understandings and experiences of ‘community’ (Formby, 2017). In this paper I
examine commercial scene spaces, and demonstrate that LGBT+ people do not universally find these
positive. However, for some, scene spaces were experienced as enjoyable, and offering (at least the

possibility of) friendship, feelings of comfort and safety, and ‘diversion’ away from heteronormativity. For
others, scene spaces could undermine their identities because of ‘norms’ and attitudes that rendered those
who were not seen to ‘fit’ as out of place, and therefore excluded. Cisgender heterosexual customers within
scene spaces were also regularly deemed ‘out of place’, because of their challenge to LGBT+ majorities that
resulted in LGBT+ people feeling less safe and/or comfortable. Despite these and other weaknesses, there
was a sense that scene spaces are (still) necessary, and some people felt they had no choice but to visit

venues with which they were not happy. I argue that those who base their understanding of LGBT+
‘community’ on scene space(s) can experience ‘their’ community as inadequate. In part this is due to lack of
ownership, with tensions evident in conceptualisations of community based on a space over which people

have limited control. Looking at LGBT+ geographies in this way illustrates the complexities of LGBT+
identities, and demonstrates the value of an intersectional perspective when examining queer lives –

including experiences of space/place, perceptions and feelings of ‘community’, and the very categorisation of
LGBT+ as a grouping in itself.  

 
Queering Tattoo: Safe Spaces and Seriousness 

Emma Beckett, Warwick Alumni 
The tattoo industry is still somewhat dominated by straight, white, male artists and for some, can be an
intimidating space which some artists, especially women, queer and genderqueer artists, find difficult to

negotiate. Since the 1990s, the industry has seen an increase in women artists and now, at last, the industry
is seeing an increase in queer artists who are striving to create safe spaces for queer artists and clients, and

any artist or client who does not fit with the hegemonic masculine norms and expectations of the industry.
This paper is based upon themes that emerged from my PhD research; through interviews and content

analysis of online media articles, I found that queer artists are resisting and subverting the hegemony of the
industry and are beginning to create what I termed a sub-cub-culture: where queer artists and clients have

access to safe spaces in which to tattoo and get tattooed.  
As well as discussing the importance of these safe spaces, the paper explores the paradoxical nature of

queer capital within the industry: although queer artists might attain capital within the sub-sub-culture, this
capital may not be seen as ‘legitimate’ within the more mainstream tattoo industry, and artists struggle to be
taken seriously. This leads to ambivalence towards ‘fitting in’ with the more mainstream ideals of tattoo: on

the one hand, queer artists don’t want to ‘fit’, and yet, on the other hand, need to make a living from their art,
and need to be taken seriously by the industry. This can often mean a complex relationship between

resistance and conformity, and artists need to negotiate this in order to maintain a successful career and
provide the safe space for clients who want an alternative to the heteronormative, hegemonic masculine

culture of tattoo.  
 

Panel 4B: Queer Spaces 
Friday 21st September, 9:00am - 10:30am 

Priory Road Lecture Theatre 
Chair: Peter Dunne 
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“The Soft Sell, not the Hard Sell”: Exploring the Queer Politics and Potentialities of Shanghai Pride 

Daniel Conway, University of Westminster 
This paper explores and conceptualises the politics, performances and impacts of Shanghai Pride. Now in its
10th year, Shanghai Pride was the first Pride to be held in mainland China and has grown to include multiple
events across the city held primarily over a two week period. Although holding a Pride Parade is unlawful and
events can be subject to official harassment and last minute cancellation, the paper argues that the organisers

have creatively used the ‘grey area’ of LGBTQ+ rights in China by holding ‘rainbow bike ride and jogging events,
film screenings, cultural events, party and discussion events in queer and other spaces in the city, adopting what
was described by one organiser as ‘the soft, not the hard sell’ for LGBT visibility and rights in China. Yet from the

outset Shanghai Pride has been criticised for its reliance on corporate and foreign embassy sponsorship, its
alleged middle class and expatriate focus and for its non-confrontational approach. This paper draws from

ethnographic participant observation, interviews with organisers, volunteers, LGBT activists and participants to
assess the queer politics and potentialities of Shanghai Pride for LGBTQ+ visibility and rights in China. It traces
broader debates and critiques about Pride in transnational terms and seeks to analyse how well debates about
corporatisation and homonormative complicity in Western Pride apply to Shanghai, what is the place for Queer

Activism in a potentially hostile legal and political terrain and whether Shanghai Pride is adapting to local
conditions and creatively reworking cultural norms to effect change in LGBTQ+ lives. 

 
Queer Activism in Unexpected Places: Metronormativity, Critical Regionality and the LGBT Movement in

Salento, South-Eastern Italy  
Francesca Romana Ammaturo, University of Roehampton 

In recent times, the region of Salento in South-Eastern Italy, has become one of the most popular gay-friendly
touristic spots in the country and several LGBT organisation operate in this territory since the last few years. This
paper  seeks to map creation, development and challenges of the LGBT movement in this Italian sub-region by

looking at forms of negotiation between "local" and "queer" identities and beyond narratives of “metronormativity”
of LGBT identities (Halberstam 2005) and from the perspective of ‘critical regionality’ (Gopinath 2007; Binnie
2016) and ‘meridian thought’ (Cassano 2001). Through semi-structured interviews conducted with four local

LGBT activists in 2016 and ethnographic observations carried out at Pride events in 2016 and 2017, this paper
will looks at conflicting social processes whereby local activism is rooted in situated allegiances and interactions

with the territory and its population, whilst being permeated by globalising dynamics of LGBT identity politics. 
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This panel will adopt a slightly different format in that the listed presenters will present for up to 8

minutes before receiving 3 minutes of questions. 
Following the listed presentations, there will be time for audience members to present their own ideas
and thoughts for up to 5 minutes to workshop current research problems, ask for others' expertise, or

attempt to make research connections within the room. This is also an opportunity to enter into a
dialogue about currently understudied areas which may be of benefit to study in the long term, and to

consider the possibility of forming interdisciplinary links. 
If you're an audience member interested in presenting a brief 5 minute summation of your research,

questions, works, thoughts, or ideas, please let the chair, Rosie Nelson, know at the beginning of the
session so that she can ensure timing and space for you. All are welcome, and there's no expectation

of a 'polished' creation for audience members who present off the cuff. 
The invited lightning presenters are as follows: 

 
“Is that Lassies’ Chocolate”?  Queer Identities and Hetero-male Anxieties in Scottish TV Comedy 

Carolina Silveira, University of the West of Scotland 
Dr Mary Irwin, Independent Scholar 

Scottish TV comedy, as is the case for the genre of comedy more generally, has been under-researched by
screen scholars, and has been afforded little concentrated critical or popular attention. What recent

commentary there has been on Scottish TV comedy (McArthur, 1998; Mowatt, 2008; Hibberd, 2010; Brown,
2013; Wilkie, 2014; Irwin and Smith, 2018) has not addressed the topic of sexuality at great length. Indeed,

one could argue that Scottish comedy itself has not addressed the topic in much depth, if at all.  As Irwin and
Smith (2018) point out, the recurrent trope of the working class heterosexual Glaswegian tough man remains

the dominant Scottish identity represented on TV. An exception to the rule is Greg McHugh’s camp,
flamboyant creation, Gary McLintoch, lead character in Gary: Tank Commander (BBC 2009-). Gary’s

campness presents a stark contrast to the Westcoast heterosexual hard-man stereotype. Yet, in Gary: Tank
Commander, much like in other Scottish sitcoms (e.g., Chewin’ the Fat, Rab C. Nesbitt, Still Game) the

(homo)sexuality of camp characters is not explicitly articulated but merely implied through ‘hints and allusions’
(Davis and Needham, 2008: 28), leaving the viewer to draw their own conclusions. The focus of this paper is to

draw attention to the unexplored and/or absent identities, sublimations and anxieties around gender and
sexuality within Scottish TV comedy, as well as the complex and contradictory history of such absences. The

success of the comedy drag performances of Scottish TV stars Stanley Baxter and Ronnie Corbett in the
1970s and 1980s is seen here as contrasting with the absence of any queer sensibility or sexuality in

contemporary homegrown Scottish comedy. Further, the paper will explore the extent to which Scotland’s
particular cultural and legal climate has shaped and influenced attitudes and conventions around who and

what gets the laughs on the small screen. 
 
 

Panel 5A: Lightning Panel 
Friday 21st September, 11:00am - 12:30pm 

Room 2D2 
Chair: Rosie Nelson 

 



Conference Programme in Detail

Should the World Bank march in Pride? 
Corinne L Mason, Brandon University 

My presentation will take seriously the concerns of LGBTIQ activists who argue that Pride has been
commercialized, depoliticized, and is no longer reflective of its anti-police riot history. Thinking through what it

means for the World Bank to march in Pride in the US, I offer interviews with World Bank employees about
LGBTIQ inclusion at the organization, and about the Bank’s newest measurements of the economic costs of
homophobia and transphobia. I argue that critique of the corporatization of Pride must include a focus on the
largest bank in the World, which is known to bank-roll development disasters and has historically refuse to

safeguard against gender and sexual discrimination in its projects. In the wake of development’s failures, including
its decades long attempt and ultimate inability to reduce poverty, “sexuality, gender identity and expression”

(SOGIE) analyses emerge to reinvent and make relevant the development project. While the aim of queer and
feminist advocates working diligently from the inside the World Bank is to create more inclusive development

approaches, I conclude that the institutionalization of SOGIE ultimately leads to a politics of homotransnationalism
where the inequitable global economy of foreign aid is normalized alongside the depoliticization of queer life. 

 
Failing That, Invent: the Historical Novel as Affective History 

Natasha Alden, Aberystwyth University 
Tasha Alden’s paper ‘Failing That, Invent: the Historical Novel as Affective History’ will offer a literary historical
reading of the different approaches authors since the 1930s have taken to what is variously seen as a queer

rescue operation, a fantasy or a genealogy (and sometimes all three and more), looking at the work of Virginia
Woolf, Mary Renault, Sarah Waters, Chris Hunt, Patrick Gale and Alan Hollinghurst. While these authors see the

queer past in different ways, and view the role of the novel in memorialising it in equally disparate ways, this paper
will demonstrate that each novel operates as an intervention, an alternative, affective history which seeks to draw

attention to both the queer gaps in the historical archive and our own desire for a queer genealogy. 
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How is Grindr used as a tool to construct the concept of safer sex amongst its users? HIV serosorting,

PrEP wars and the morality of condom use  
Meera Burgess, University of Birmingham  

The advances of the medical management of HIV/AIDS and, more recently, PrEP (pre-exposure prophylaxis
medication) hav changed the landscape of HIV in the LGBT community since the initial devastating crisis of the

1980's. As PrEP comes into wider use, initial data is indicating a significant drop in rates of new HIV infections in
the San Francisco and London LGBT+ communities. This calls into question the notion that condom use is the

most effective method of reducing HIV transmission amongst men who have sex with men (MSM). This can be an
uncomfortable idea and challenges many assumptions about sexual behaviour and morality, as evidenced most
recently by the 2016 UK High Court battle to block provision of PrEP by the NHS, and ongoing difficulties for the

public in accessing PrEP. Regardless of personal beliefs, this current socio-medical context requires us to rethink
the nature of HIV transmission, treatment and prevention, particularly in relation to community engagement and

harm-reduction models of healthcare provision that are inclusive and reflective of sexual identities and practices.  
 

Previous research has focussed on determining the veracity of the existence of ‘bug chasing’ (deliberate attempts
to contract to the virus), and to find an explanation for it. A binary model of ‘people who act safely’ and ‘deviants

who don’t’ is no longer informative or useful. Now, generations on, with a more nuanced understanding of HIV, and
with technology which allows for rapid and broad connectivity, MSMs seeking sexual partners navigate in a much
more complex and multifaceted environment. Decisions about whether and how to disclose HIV or PrEP status
may be encompassed within a few short words or a symbol on a Grindr profile, for example. The understanding

and negotiation of what constitutes a safer sexual encounter has evolved considerably.  
 

Through analysis of Grindr functionality and a small scale study of 100 Grindr profiles, I map the way app users
define and negotiate their sexual health and choices, combining this with qualitative interviews with Grindr users to
explore the terminology of HIV and sexual health in this context. I situate this against the socio-political backdrop

of the ongoing fight for state provision of PrEP for all who would benefit from it, and the barriers to accessing
healthcare for the LGBT+ community. 
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Queer Approaches to Teaching the HIV Epidemic in Secondary Education 

Chase Ledin, University of Edinburgh 
Medical evolutions of HIV have led to complex (and often conflicting) pedagogical, historical, cultural, and

sociological questions that have altered the educational landscape of the secondary classroom. For instance, in
what ways should teachers construct lessons about historical HIV/AIDS without focusing solely on death

narratives? How can these educators incorporate critically queer tactics of non-normative activists in historical
contexts? Common to core curricula is the significance of statistics, which cannot accurately contain the sporadic

and uneven influence of non-white, polysexual and transgender, non-geonative, and traditionally marginalised
activists. Such curricula increasingly seeks to incorporate multiple narratives, in order to encourage complex

empathetic structures, yet these curricula focus too closely on the socio-political implications of the epidemic and
fail to disseminate the most important lessons derived from this period: namely, queer tactics for change, critical

responses to queer normativity, and multiple approaches to “epidemic thinking.” In this presentation, I will contrast
two historical approaches of “epidemic thinking” in the secondary classroom and present a queer pedagogical plan
for incorporating non-normative approaches to historical thinking, and empathetic impact, in the classroom. Such a

rethinking of pedagogy will provide critical dialogue about what types of narratives take precedence in the
secondary classroom and how educators can queer the classroom through age-appropriate historical materials. 

 
Transformations: Co-Producing Knowledge about Gender Identity and Sexual Science 

Jana Funke, University of Exeter 
Jen Grove, University of Exeter 

Sexology, the scientific study of sexuality, emerged in the nineteenth century and powerfully shaped modern
understandings of gender and sexual identity. With regard to trans history, sexology is mainly remembered for its
‘medicalisation’ of trans bodies. However, early sexologists also studied gender diversity from broader historical,
anthropological and literary perspectives, and were aware of the importance of dialogue between clinicians and

trans people in shaping diagnostic categories and treatments.  
The Rethinking Sexology team at University of Exeter has just been awarded a Wellcome grant to engage

contemporary audiences with their historical findings. Working with young trans and non-binary adults (16-25), in
partnership with Gendered Intelligence and the Central School for Speech and Drama in London, we are

developing a 2-year creative programme that explores the modern history of medical authority and gender identity.
Building on the successful Transvengers project, led by Jason Barker, which empowered young trans adults to
interrogate historical sexological understandings through comic–making, our new project aims to produce an

original stage performance and exhibition.  
Our presentation will introduce the project in order to ask how we can best engage young people, activists,

creatives, healthcare professionals and the wider queer community to shape and enhance our academic research
on sexual science and co-produce new understandings of gender identity in the past and present . We will seek

feedback on how this community-facing project could interrogate questions, including: 
• Which forms of knowledge are seen as scientific/medical?  

• What evidence is seen as authoritative when it comes to defining gender and sexuality?  
• Which voices are heard – or ignored – when it comes to shaping science/medicine?  

Overall, we ask what can be gained – and what risks do we face – by turning to the history of sexology and taking
an innovative collaborative approach to think through what gender and sexuality mean today. 

 

Panel 5B: Queer Pedagogies 
Friday 21st September, 11:00am - 12:30pm 

Priory Road Lecture Theatre 
Chair: Xaman Pinheiro Minillo 
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Queering the Art Classroom 

Tabitha Millett, Queering the Art Classroom 
Since 2003 successive British governments have taken steps to develop legislation supporting lesbian, gay,

bisexual, transgender, questioning/queer, intersex, asexual and those who are gender/sexuality non-conforming
more generally (LGBTQIA+). In doing so, they have foregrounded the need for educational institutions to

respond proactively (e.g. Ofsted, 2012). There is evidence to suggest that homophobia is prominent in UK
schools, yet measures to address the issue have largely rested on schools and LGBTQIA+ charities reducing

discussions of homosexuality to anti-bullying discourses and introducing curriculum modifications that are
overwhelmingly homonormative. The limitations of these current methods ignore the societal and institutional

power structures that produce homophobia, which is often referred to as heteronormativity. It has been
suggested that heteronormativity, not victim narratives or counter-stereotypes, needs to be addressed in the

curriculum to prevent homophobia and create inclusive learning environments. My previous MEd research and
experience as an art teacher suggests that art education is a fruitful site for addressing heteronormativity.  I

have seen how art education can promote criticality and inclusive learning, which serves to counter oppressive
discourses. Yet, commentators within art education have suggested that some of art education’s strongest

attributes - criticality and exploration - tend to be overlooked, especially within commonly used art curriculum
topics such as ‘identity’.  Indeed, under this topic, gender and sexuality is hardly ever broached. In my doctoral

research, I have sought to develop an intervention that focuses on exploring non-normative genders and
sexualities in the secondary art curriculum, for students at GCSE level. Through the application of a pedagogy

rooted in queer theory, the study explores the possibilities of challenging heteronormativity by investigating
student responses to the interventions. As such, the study is an exploration of an attempt at moving beyond the

homonormative inclusion of LGBTQIA+ content, towards a deeper exploration of gender and sexuality. 
 

Queer in the classroom: LGBTQIA+ identities and adult education 
Michelle Deininger, Cardiff University 

LGBT issues have featured on university syllabuses since the inauguration of gender studies as a discipline. In
2017 Cardiff University introduced a gender and sexuality module on one of its widening access routes to a

degree. These routes are still relatively new within the wider context of widening access provision at Cardiff and
in the case of this particular route, into Media, Journalism and Cultural Studies, the programme has been

running for four years. The module itself tackled issues related to LGBTQIA+ identities, including transphobia,
heteronormativity in advertising, and the representation of lesbian desire in the media. This paper will reflect on
the transformative process that this module enabled, both for the students completing the module and the tutor

leading it. At the same time, it will consider the place of adult education as an inclusive and open space for
discussion and debate, exploring the potentialities of these types of courses to shape the way LGBTQIA+

identities are formed and perceived. It will also consider the effectiveness of courses such as this to encourage
adult learners, especially those from LGBTQIA+ communities, back into education. Finally, it will consider what
it means to teach LGBTQIA+ topics within the adult education arena. What exactly is at stake, not just for the
student but for the tutor? What does it mean to claim queerness (in its broadest sense) in this context? What

role can adult education programmes play in shaping the conversation, in bringing sometimes difficult or highly
personal topics into the classroom? This paper aims to open up some of these questions and to explore what

more can be done to ensure LGBTQIA+ students can access education in this context.  
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Queer Pedagogies, Labour Politics, and the Neoliberal Academy 
Rachel O’Connell, University of Sussex 

This paper explores the dilemmas of teaching queer studies in contemporary British universities, and considers
whether our queer pedagogies can do the transformative work, within and outside the academy, to which we

aspire. The basic premise of this paper is that there is a clear structural contradiction between the work we want
to do as queer pedagogues, and the institutional context in which we do this work. That is to say, I situate our

queer pedagogies in the context of a contemporary British higher education sector embroiled in industrial
disputes and ever-increasingly entangled with surveillance, privatisation, and marketization. Continuously

emerging structural aspects of the British academy (Prevent, rising tuition fees, failure to recruit and support
BAME faculty, a hostile environment for international staff) militate against the inclusive, emancipatory projects

of queer pedagogy. Meanwhile, when it comes to actually doing our teaching work, there is an extraordinary
disparity, indeed a stark contradiction, between the experiences we want to give our (queer) students, and our
own experience of our working conditions. Our queer pedagogy leads us to want to empower our students, to

give them an experience of learning that feels self-determined and liberating. And yet we do so under conditions
of duress due to micro-management, assaults on faculty autonomy, surveillance, and exhausting, long-term
overwork; while colleagues on Tier 2 visas are threatened with intensive scrutiny, some having to report their
activities and whereabouts to their employers on a daily basis. This contradiction jeopardises our capacity to

teach in the ways we would choose, and forces us to navigate a confusing and unravelling terrain of
incommensurate experiences in the process of our working days. Ultimately, I propose that in order to fully
embody the potential of our queer pedagogies, we need to attend to the material conditions of the academy

itself. We need to critique and transform the our working conditions, and we need to find common ground with
students to do so. We also need to address the increasing violences enacted both upon and within our

institutions, and recognise that part of our queer pedagogy might lie in our activities outside the classroom, as
we participate in the ongoing pushback against privatisation, marketization, exclusion, silencing, and

surveillance in British higher education. 
 

 
Nicole Vosper and Kelsey M, CAPE 

From the very inception of the Pride movement at the 1969  Stonewall uprising against police repression,
queerness and anti-prison organising have been intertwined. And despite history’s attempts to whitewash this

monumental event, Marsha P. Johnson and Sylvia Riviera- two trans women of colour - were at the heart of this
resistance to the systemic white supremacy that still pervades the Criminal Justice in the USA and the UK today,

just as it did then. This workshop will explain the urgency of prison abolition work and demonstrate its
inextricable connections to queerness, anti-racism, and feminism, as well as anti-capitalist organising.  To do so,
the insidious character of the criminal justice system that methodically harms the most marginalised will first be
critiqued. The workshop will then explore alternatives to the practice of incarceration, borrowing from ideas of

queer kinship and community. Finally, the workshop will explore ongoing projects that are working to dismantle
the prison system, the important role filled by the queer community, and how you can get involved. 

WORKSHOP 6A: Queers Hate Prison! Prison abolition as a 
queer, feminist, and anti-racist struggle 
Friday 21st September, 2:00pm - 3:30pm 

Room 2D2 
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Towards Asexual Theory: practising a queer accountability of the non-sexual. 
Joe Jukes, University of Sussex 

This paper proposes new methodological routes to understanding 'asexuality' as epistemology, rather than
identity or pathology. It marks a methodological interjection that favours creative and (auto-)ethnographical
inquiry in order to understand the queer theoretical potential in rethinking desire, attraction, relationality, sex
and identity in ways that speak from asexual experience. By first reviewing existing literature on asexuality

and asexual populations, and considering limitations within existing 'asexuality studies' work, the paper
introduces an example of creative-critical, autoethnographic practice that is intended to radically break from
extant modes of study pertaining to non-sexuality. The asexual experience is centred as a vantage point for

study, not as an object of study, and in doing so one's 'account' of an asexual 'self' resists heralding a
premature conclusion on what it is to 'be' asexual. Rather, the paper uses an account of asexuality to

approach new queer understandings of body, structure, and lack that also disrupt assumptions of pre-given
desire, sexuality and performativity. In this way the paper draws out a newly invigorated methodology for
conceptualising sexuality's limits, and tentatively suggests lines of inquiry that could amount to a kind of

Asexual Theory. 
 

A Participatory Research Agenda: What trans and non-binary young people and their families tell us
we should be looking at next 

Anna Carlile, Goldsmiths, University of London 
The research and literature around transgender and non-binary young people and their families has been

focussed on mental wellbeing, and to some degree, the changes that could be made in school and
healthcare systems and structures. The research is often undertaken by clinicians and educationalists, and
is focussed (often usefully) on perceived gaps in information. However, the voices of transgender and non-
binary young people and their families are often absent from the initial framing of the research. So: on what

could we most usefully be focusing our research resources? This session outlines the findings from a
recent participatory project which sought to inform the research agenda through a collaboration with
transgender and non-binary young people and their families. Themes which have emerged inform

discussions which promise to queer the gender-binary in multiple ways. They include the experiences of
transgender and non-binary people with diagnoses of autism; addressing the sexual orientation of

transgender and non-binary young people; parental mental health needs; and physical education/sports,
disassociation, and physical health.  

 

Panel 6B: New Directions 
Friday 21st September, 2:00pm - 3:30pm 

Priory Road Lecture Theatre 
Chair: Robin Rose Breetveld 
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Balancing Act: An Exploration of Mental Wellbeing, Bisexual Identity, and Monogamy 

Sakura Byrne, Open University 
Significantly higher rates of mental distress are found among bisexuals compared with lesbian, gay, and
heterosexual people, with bisexual-specific microagressions (such as bisexual invisibility, erasure, and

multiple-marginalisation) proposed as a cause. Bisexuality has been conceptualised in a plethora of negative
ways, incurring high levels of stigmatisation within wider society as well as within the lesbian and gay

community. Furthermore, the traditional Western view of gender and sexuality as dualistic in nature, with
men and women seen as polar opposites, has led to the assumption that bisexuals are non-monogamous by

necessity. As such, bisexual individuals are conceptualised as behaviourally/actively bisexual at all times.
Those who do not sexually engage with multiple genders simultaneously are subject to further

marginalisation and increased negative psychological effects. 
However, many bisexuals are engaged in monogamous relationships, and positive constructions of bisexual

monogamy do exist. For example, the conceptualisation of bisexual monogamy as a place of resistance
against negative stereotypes, or the questioning of gender categories through a refusal to adhere to

polarising ‘either or both’ narratives. Simultaneously, though, bisexual monogamy can be seen as an act of
conformity, or a strategy to avoid negative social repercussions. 

Using both verbal and visual research methodologies, this PhD will provide an exploration into mental
wellbeing, bisexuality, and monogamy. Rather than taking a polarised, either/or approach, the goal of the
research is to recognise multiple positions – e.g. bisexual monogamy as radical/transgressive, bisexual
monogamy as conformity - and the ways in which monogamous bisexuals oscillate between them. The
research will take its cue from the experiences of monogamous bisexuals themselves, with a view to

informing mental health practitioners of the specific needs of monogamous bisexuals, thereby acting to
ameliorate the significant mental distress experienced within this group.  

 
The “next frontier for gay rights”? Unpacking the science and sexual identity of blood donor

activism in the UK 
Ben Weil, University College London 

Activists in the UK have challenged policy prohibiting men who have sex with men (MSM) from donating
blood since the rule’s inception in 1983. Blood donor activists – an umbrella that encapsulates a relatively
broad range of campaigns, groups and individuals who have taken up exclusionary deferral criteria as the

object of critique – have posed a challenge to MSM deferral criteria on a number of bases, working to
expose both the homophobic implications of policy and to suggest that said policy is scientifically or

technologically unfounded. Moreover, blood donor activists have worked to configure donation policy as the
‘next frontier for gay rights’ – situating civic participation in the arena of blood donation as part of a wider
claim to sexual citizenship for the gay and bisexual men implicated by this kind of political activism, and

deferral criteria as an emergent index of national LGBTQIA+ attitudes or tolerance. 
Despite the rising political profile of blood donation policy, blood donor activism as a practice has been

largely overlooked both within academia and wider socio-cultural discussions of LGBTQIA+ politics, and,
accordingly, the consequences of this mode of activism have been underexplored. In this paper, I aim to
develop a theoretical understanding of the work done by blood donor activists in their navigation of the
politics of sexual identity and blood donation (for instance, effectively problematizing the concepts of

objectivity and the biopolitical implications of MSM as a ‘risk group') in order to better characterise and
potentially inform (other) contemporary encounters between LGBTQIA+ activism and biomedicine.

Furthermore, in bringing the politics of deferral criteria to the fore in this way, I consider how we might think
queerly about blood donor activism as a practice. In resisting the givenness of sexuality, and, in turn,

progressivist narratives of sexual identity in society, I aim to unpack the exclusionary and/or oppressive
dimensions of blood donor activism that may be revealed through queer critique but are otherwise

suppressed in a bid for civic inclusion for, in particular, gay and bisexual men.  
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Cisprivilege and Biopolitics: Transing the UK Asylum System 

Cathryn Rogers, University of Bristol 
Since the government announced its plans to reform the 2005 Gender Recognition Act, trans- people in the
UK have not only become the objects of increased media and political scrutiny, their bodies and identities
have once again become a focal point of state control. This paper examines one key mechanism through

which the state exerts control of trans- bodies and trans- identities: the asylum system. While there has been
increasing academic interest in analysing asylum through both feminist (Oxford 2005; Griffiths 2015) and

queer theory lenses (Lewis 2014; Luibhéid 2008), little attention has been paid to the experiences of trans-
and non-binary asylum seekers, despite the transphobic abuse and discrimination that they continue to face

(Bach 2013; Cowen et al. 2011). At the same time, transgender theory has often been accused of being
irrelevant to the lived experiences of trans- people, as well as overtly Western-centric in its approach

(Namaste 2009; Roen 2001). This paper shows that transing asylum is essential to bridge such gaps in the
academic literature and empirical research and that it is a crucial step to denaturalising and challenging the
ways in which the state exerts control over gendered and racialised citizenship. Through an analysis of the

experiences and legal treatment of trans- and non-binary asylum seekers in the UK, I argue that it is
insufficient to examine the role of gender in experiences of asylum from theoretical standpoints which take
masculine/feminine gender binaries and the mimetic relationship between gender identity and male/female
sex binaries as natural or assumed. I conclude that narratives of deception and insecurity surrounding non-

binary and trans- asylum seekers and the medicalisation of credibility in trans- asylum cases constitute
cisprivilege and biopolitical state control over the mimetic sex/gender relationship. 



Conference Programme in Detail

 
 

How We Fuck: Trans experiences of bodies, sex, and sexuality 
H Howitt 

According to dominant discourse and diagnostic criteria alike, being trans involves a few essential
components: feeling ‘trapped in the wrong body’; a strong desire to be the ‘opposite’ sex; and, crucially, a

persistent discomfort of natal sexed attributes, specifically the genitals. Barely changed since their inception,
these axioms constitute what trans is, and whilst some trans folk do have these experiences, this framework

eschews the stories of many. 
Implicit in this framework is the troublesome relationship we, as trans people, are assumed to have with sex.
Not biological sex. Sex as in fucking. This paper looks at how this relationship became reified over fifty years
of medical discourse and explores the cultural shifts that challenge it. If constructing our trans narratives no

longer includes mandatory rejection of our bodies, then in what ways are we experiencing sex and sexuality?
This forms the basis of my research, which uses intimacy as method, and data generated creatively to explore

How We Fuck. 
 

Queer Darkness- abstraction and representation 
Christopher Philip Ward, Edinburgh based artist, writer, and sexual health worker 

Darkness can be a void of absolutely nothing, null, sometimes a very intimidating space, however, this
research reconceptualizes our understanding of darkness and shows the potential that darkness has for the
queer politics. By rethinking queers’ positions within language, society and even spatially this research notes

new ways in which queer artists may entangle artistic theory and artistic practice. The research begins by
discussing current queer politics and unpicks the role of heteronormativity in the oppression of queer

individuals. The concept of darkness as coined by Halberstam and expanded by Zach Blas and Cassils will be
brought into the discussion, using Cassils own work Becoming an Image (2012-present) as a clear point of
reference. From Cassils artistic practice, darkness will be shown to have a property that is crucial to queer
aesthetics and begin to consider the residue of Cassils as a new form of queer (anti)-representation or as

queer writing. This further investigates this concept of queer writing and points to the failures in language to
represent queer desires and queer erotics. By drawing on the writings of Jonathan A.Allan in his text Reading

from Behind and from feminist critique this chapter points to the darkness of the anus as a potential new
avenue into the symbolic order of language. In analyzing the queer writings of Keith Boadwee, in Blue Squirt

the research shows how illegibility causes an abstraction that unhinges this misrepresentation of queer bodies
and queer erotics. By looking at the artistic practice of Christeene the research sites the darkness of the anus

as a position of political potential, from which to reconstitute our understanding of language. Artists may as
Christeene has done reconceptualize darkness and “the anus [as a] function of ‘desiring link,” one that may

reinvigorate queer politics. 
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Reverie: Posthuman Feminism in the Music Videos of Arca  
Ryann Donnelly 

Radical sexual representation is at the core of music video’s historical controversies, and its contemporary
visual economy. MTV banned Madonna’s video, Erotica (1992) for nudity, and graphic BDSM scenes.  Mykki

Blanco explores queer, and virtual sex in Loner(2016), which was co-produced by pornography website,
PornHub. These examples highlight a scope of queer and feminist resistance to the heteronormative

framework in which music videos more commonly operate. The lurid, sexual, and provocative ways that
gender is performed destabilise social norms and limitations, and expose the construction and theatricality of
gender outside a commercial context. By examining such works through the lenses of queer, feminist, and

dramatic discourse, I locate queer and feminist agency in subversive performance.  
 

I would like to explore the performance and video work of Venezuelan-born, London-based queer electronic
artist, Arca, in relation to authors such as Jack Halberstam, Paula Rabinowitz, Katherine Hayles, and Donna
Haraway, all of whom  have all approached feminism via the Posthuman. How does Arca utilise Posthuman
aesthetics, as defined by these scholars in his music videos and live performance to achieve queer feminist
representations? Have these posthuman representations relied on the recent incorporation of his body as

compared to earlier work, where the human form was largely absent? Do we need the Human to represent a
Posthuman Feminism?  

 
Some of the findings of these particular research questions support a inclusion of the body and queer

aesthetics for the purpose of visibility, and the imagination of a queer futurity-- a strategy explored by Jose
Munoz, who claims that, “Often we can glimpse the worlds proposed and promised by queerness in the realm
of the aesthetic. The aesthetic, especially the queer aesthetic, frequently contains blueprints and schemata of

a forward-dawning futurity.” Early videos such as Thievery (2014), Xen (2014, and Sad Bitch (2014), which
may previously have presented as Posthuman for their digitisation of androgynous, grinding, grotesque figures

(much of which chimes with Rabinowitz's definition of Posthuman as "straddling the borders between
health/sickness, male,/female, real/imaginary.") reads , by comparison with his latest work, as only non-

human. Only imagined.  
 

Rabinowitz also asks, “In claiming space for the posthuman are we erasing yet again women’s lives and
stories?” This could also be asked about the erasure of queerness. For the purpose of forecasting the queer
future suggested by Munoz, the inclusion of Arca's prostheticised, wounded, and garter-belt wearing queer

body in his most recent work Anoche (2017), Desafio (2017), and Reverie (2017) not only defies an erasure of
queerness, but actualises still-posthuman feminism that his earlier work imagines through the inhuman.  
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Redefining Realness: Getting Genderqueer into the Dictionary 

Stephen Turton, University of Oxford 
There is an enduring folk belief that a word is only ‘real’—that is, a word is only a meaningful and legitimate

part of a language—if it appears in a dictionary, although modern dictionary- writers refute this (Curzan 2014:
93; Simpson 2000). This paper will argue that dictionaries are popularly thought of as not only linguistic but

cultural gatekeepers: when a dictionary includes a word, it may be perceived as not just validating that word’s
place in the language, but also valorising the place in society of whatever the word denotes. The mere

inclusion of a particular entry may thus be read as an ‘ideological act’ (Moon 2014: 103), as has become
apparent in recent cases where dictionaries have published new entries for queer identity terms. This paper
will consider one such case—the addition of genderqueer to Merriam-Webster’s online dictionary in 2016—

and review the positive and negative reactions that the appearance of this entry generated in social and news
media. Considering these public responses as ideological acts in themselves, the paper will cast a queer lens

over the sociolinguistic debates embedded in them: debates over whether adding an identity term to a
dictionary makes the identity ‘real’, whether certain members of a speech community should be accepted as

‘legitimate speaker[s]’ who produce ‘legitimate language’ (Heller 2010: 277), and whether the very idea of
non- normative genders should be admitted to be ‘discursively intelligible’ (Butler 1993/2011: 142) and

therefore capable of definition in a dictionary. These ideological debates point to the enduring perception of
the dictionary as a normative authority, be it online or in print, in the twenty-first century. 

 
Beyond labels: Exploring narratives about ‘queer’ youth in the UK and Sweden 

Jo Woodiwiss, University of Huddersfield 
Eleanor Formby, Sheffield Hallam University 

This paper draws on recent British Academy/Leverhulme funded research which explored approaches to
supporting LGBT+ young people in the UK and Sweden. The project was conducted at a time when

increasing numbers of young people in the UK are diagnosed as having mental health issues, and where
young people’s access to (formal) support and information about sex(uality) and relationships is limited,

particularly in relation to lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans (LGBT+) identities. This is in comparison to what are
often perceived to be more liberal attitudes towards sex(uality) in Sweden.  

The research explored these different contexts with a particular focus on the needs of young people who
identity as LGBT+, to examine how young people and those who work with them understand these needs in

the UK and Sweden. It did this through utilising interviews, discussion groups and vignettes with both
practitioners and young people in different formal (school) and informal youth environments in each country.  

In this paper we draw on this research to discuss the power and problematics of labels, particularly in terms of
labelling LGBT+ young people as (always) vulnerable and in need of mental health support, and in terms of

categorising LGBT+ identities as inherently sexual and therefore dangerous for/to young people. We will
explore how certain labels and assumptions are often used about LGBT+ young people, as well as how such
labels or categorisations are resisted by LGBT+ young people who call instead for a more inclusive approach
to schooling and/or youth work, that does not necessarily see them as having mental health issues, but which

recognises that they might sometimes require additional support. In doing so we will draw out lessons from
both the UK and Sweden. 
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‘Sufficiently gay’: On bullshit and negotiating diversity discourses in London’s urban governance. 

Laura Marshall, UCL 
Olimpia Burchiellaro, University of Westminster 

How can we, as researchers, translate our intellectual and personal commitments to queer politics into a
research practice with the potential for fast-paced and positive impacts? How can we, from within London’s
LGBTQ community(ies), speak to an audience that includes activists as well as local government decision-
makers and planners? How can we take advantage of the ways the rhetoric of diversity is mobilised within

global cities discourses without succumbing to the bullshit (Frankfurt 2005) evident in how it is often figured in
these mobilizations? 

These are central concerns for us as university-based researchers working in different capacities to protect
LGBTQ nightlife spaces in London. For Laura, as a researcher in the UCL Urban Laboratory, which was

commissioned by the Greater London Authority to audit LGBTQ+ nightlife cultural infrastructure in London
over the last decade, and for Olimpia, as a researcher working on diversity and inclusion at the University of

Westminster and as a member of the campaign to re-open the Joiners Arms, an LGBT venue, in Tower
Hamlets. 

Taking Harry G. Frankfurt’s On Bullshit (2005) as a starting point, this paper will explore the crucial role of
methodologies in helping researchers navigate the bullshit that is (or can be) diversity discourses in urban

governance. In doing so, we will discuss moments of queer rebelliousness in data collection, as well as
pragmatic negotiations in the pursuit of real gains for LGBTQ communities, who have, over the past decade,
witnessed a sharp decline in the number of available LGBTQ+ nightlife spaces largely due to gentrification

and the operations of property developers in the context of neoliberal urban policy. 
Against this background, and with a specific focus on the Joiners Arms campaign, we will discuss how

alliances can be usefully forged in an effort to stem the tide of venue closures, and the various potentialities
that can be opened-up through the use of critically- and politically- queer methodologies. 
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Robin Rose Breetveld 

Robin Rose Breetveld is a PhD student in Sociology and Graduate Teaching Assistant at the University of
Kent. She has a background in mental health care and counselling through her BA in Social Work and

Social Services (undertaken at The Hague University of Applied Sciences, The Netherlands), and has been
awarded a MA in Sociology at the University of Kent’s School of Social Policy, Sociology and Social

Research. Her doctoral research focusses on the feelings of belonging of bisexual individuals. Her areas of
interest include gender, sexuality, queer theory, affect theory, ethnographic research, and cultural

criminology. 
 

Samuel Ritholtz 
Samuel Ritholtz is a researcher, writer, and human rights activist. In 2018, they graduated from University

of Oxford (Exeter College) with a degree in refugee and forced migration studies. At Oxford, Sam’s
research focused on how the heteronormative assumptions in the discipline of forced migration studies

obscures more subtle forms of displacement experienced by queer/trans people. Originally from New York,
Sam graduated from Cornell University in 2014 with a degree in international development economics.

During their undergraduate years, Sam conducted research around the world on issues pertaining to the
rights of marginalized populations. Prior to Oxford, Sam worked as a political strategist and researcher in

Washington, DC, where they advocated on behalf of political prisoners throughout the world. 
 

Alex Toft 
Alex Toft, PhD, is a Research Fellow in Children and Families Research at Coventry University. His

research interests include sexuality, gender, identity, sociology of religion, human rights and the well-being
of young people. He is the author of numerous wide-ranging publications with articles in Sexualities,
Industrial Law Journal and chapters in Researching Non-heterosexual Sexualities and The Ashgate

Research Companion to Contemporary Religion and Sexuality. He has worked on projects funded by
organisations such as NSPCC, Fundamental Rights Agency (EU), and British Academy. 

 
Anonymous 

This person has chosen to remain anonymous due to the content of their talk 
 

Tab Kimpton 
Tab Kimpton is a Queer comics author based in Manchester. His works include Khaos Komix, an LGBT

coming of age epic, Shades of A, an A-typical romance between an asexual and a kinkster, Minority
Monsters, a travellers guide to the queer creatures of Alphabet Soup Land, and Sir, Butler and Boy, a

glimpse into the secret lives of three victorian men. 
 

Lynn Kozak 
Lynn Kozak is an Associate Professor at McGill University. They have published on the Iliad, Thucydides,

and Greek tragedy, with current research on serial poetics, from epic performance to new media forms
(especially television). Forthcoming work (2018-9) includes articles and book chapters on H.D.'s queer
translations of Greek tragic choruses (with Miranda Hickman), character and serialisation in iZombie,

gender and the gothic in Hannibal, and on Homeric fandom in Greek tragedy. 
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Sean Denyer 

Dr. Sean Denyer is a writer/performer/producer with Acting Out, Dublin’s LGBTQ community drama group.
He is also a medical doctor and currently works as a Public Health Physician for Ireland’s Health Service
Executive. In 2015 he won the Hilton Edwards Award for his play with songs, ‘The Ref’ and in 2017 won
the National GALA Award for Irish Arts and Literature for his plays, ‘The Ref’ and ‘The Paradise’. In 2018

his play, ‘Passing On’ was shortlisted for Best New Play at the Brighton Fringe Festival. 
 

Arun Smith 
Described as “tendentious and overwritten” by a teaching assistant and a “highly delinquent individual” by
right-wing ideologues, Arun Smith is a racialised, cisgender, queer activist who embraces contradiction,
complexity, and controversy.  Born and raised in the nauseatingly generic and middle-class-aspirational

suburbs of Calgary, Alberta, Canada (Treaty 7 Territory), he experiences life though the lenses of an
academic, a queer/trans liberationist, a survivor, and an anarchist. He holds a BA in Political Science, and
is currently completing an interdisciplinary postgraduate program. In his spare time, he enjoys post-colonial

literature, quirky independent comedies, and tearing down free speech walls. 
 

Eleanor Armstrong and Damien Arness-Dale 
Eleanor’s PhD research at University College London looks at making science and technology museums
more inclusive spaces to a wider audience. For Eleanor, this series of tours is an opportunity to explore a

liminal space between the museum collections as they stand, and future (re)interpretations of the
collection. Damien’s professional practice is most articulately seen in his grass-roots development of

QUEERSEUM, where he has previously engaged with interventions including Queer Museum for London,
Guerrilla Blue Plaques, and walking tours. For Damien, this series of tours is an opportunity to engage with

the queer history of this science museum space. 
 

Shannon Forrester 
Shannon Forrester is an artist working primarily in painting and drawing in dialog with the expanded field of
women’s, gender, and sexuality studies (WGS). Their work has been shown at the iconic A.I.R. Gallery in
New York, Kochi-Muziris Biennale in India, and Volta New York. Forrester has a BFA from School of the
Art Institute of Chicago, an MFA in Painting and a Graduate Certificate in WGS from Boston University.

After a few years teaching drawing, color theory, and painting at colleges in the Boston area, Shannon is
now a full time postgraduate researcher in the Royal College of Art PhD fine art program. 

 
Melissa Frateantonio 

Melissa Frateantonio is an artist and third-year MArts Geography student at Durham University. Her areas
of academic interest follow questions of (queer) love and time, which explores the (non-)rhythmic,

(ir)regular, chaotic temporalities of the ways in which queer-identifying peoples experience and feel
(romantic and self-) love. To study this, she focuses on the entanglements between intimate and creative
(fine art-based) research methodologies, working towards co-producing accounts of queer experiences of

love. Through this, she also actively encourages creative, art-based social research methods and their
necessarily 'messy' processes to be embraced more seriously. 

 
Vix 

I am Vix (aequorea victoria), a queer artist based in Bristol; intertwining mediums of video and
interactive/performance, I create natural history drag in response to animal mating rituals and behaviour to

investigate how our ‘human’ selves can learn and interact inclusively with one another.  
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Sage Brice 

Sage Brice currently entwines a lively contemporary art practice with doctoral studies in cultural geography
at the University of Bristol. She studied Environmental art at the Glasgow School of art (BAhons 2006), and

Human geography at the University of Bristol (MSc 2015). Her research interests encompass politics of
nature, gender and subjectivisation, more-than-human animal and landscape geographies, and the use of
creative and experimental methods. Recent exhibitions include The Power of the Sea at the Royal West of

England Academy and The Water Knows All My Secrets at the Pratt Manhattan Gallery. Website:
sagebrice.com. 

 
Cheryl Morgan 

Cheryl Morgan is a co-chair of OutStories Bristol, an LGBT History organization, and lectures regularly on
trans history, and on trans themes in science fiction and fantasy literature. In 2018 she has given papers
and presentations at LGBT History Month events in Bristol, Cambridge, London and Manchester; and at

the LGBT+ Classics: Teaching, Research, Activism at Reading University. She has had articles published
on the Notches and History Matters websites.  

 
Rachael Stockdale 

Rachael Stockdale is in the second year of a PhD in Gender Experimentalism in French Women’s Writing
of the fin de siècle at Queen’s University Belfast. Her research investigates the implications of ‘female

sexual anarchy’ in texts of the French literary world during the decadent period and continuing on into the
early 1900s. Prior to this she worked at the European Women’s Lobby in Brussels. Rachael was recently

published in the South, West & Wales Doctoral Training Partnership Gender and Sexuality Research
Network publication ‘Gendered Voices,’ and in June this year the Association des études françaises et

francophones d’Irlande (ADEFFI) awarded Rachael their 2018 Bourse doctorale. 
 

Martha Robinson Rhodes 
I am a first-year AHRC/M3C funded doctoral researcher in History at the University of Birmingham. I am
working on a queer oral history of multiple-gender-attraction and bisexuality in 1970s and 1980s Britain,

focusing on how people understand and reflect back on relationships, politics and emotions. In September
2017 I completed an MRes in Sexuality and Gender Studies at the University of Birmingham, where my

thesis addressed multiple-gender-attraction in the 1970s gay liberation movement. I have also researched
representations of bisexuality in Gay News magazine during the 1970s. 

 
Toni Velikova 

Toni Velikova is a postgraduate taught student at the University of Edinburgh, studying Book History and
Material Culture. She is a current holder of the Edinburgh EU Masters Scholarship and is undertaking

research into issues of censorship and radical bookselling, textual controversy, authorship and the celebrity
author. She has an undergraduate degree in Media and Cultural Studies from Newcastle University. 

 
Catt Turney 

Catt Turney is a third year PhD student at Cardiff University, conducting a qualitative, creative study
exploring the experiences of children and families of the secondary school transfer, and how class and

gender are (re)produced through its processes. She volunteers for Gendered Intelligence South West and
works as a Project Support Worker for Freedom Youth, two organisations working to support LGBTQ+

young people in Bristol. 
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Freedom Youth 

Freedom Youth is a gender and sexuality action project based in Bristol, and is part of the mental health
social movement Off the Record. Freedom Youth runs weekly sessions for 13-18 year olds and twice-

monthly sessions for 19-25-year-olds. The members of the group who contributed to this abstract are those
who attend the 19-25 group.  

http://www.otrbristol.org.uk/what-we-do/freedom/ 
http://www.otrbristol.org.uk/ 

 
Eleanor Formby 

Dr Eleanor Formby is a Reader in Sociology and Youth Studies at Sheffield Hallam University. Her
research interests and expertise centre on lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans (LGBT) ‘wellbeing’, and on

young people’s learning about sex and relationships. She has published widely in these fields. Her latest
monograph, Exploring LGBT spaces and communities: Contrasting identities, belongings and wellbeing, is

available from Routledge. 
 

Emma Beckett 
I am an early career researcher and have recently completed my PhD at the University of Warwick. My

thesis: ‘Sub-Cultural Paradoxes: Women Tattoo Artists Negotiating Gender, Labour, Capital and
Resistance’, used qualitative methods to explore how women negotiate their space within a male-

dominated sub-cultural industry. I currently work for a Gloucestershire organisation who support victims
and survivors of domestic abuse, where I facilitate training for primary health care professionals on the

early identification and prevention of domestic abuse and violence.  
 

Daniel Conway 
Dr Daniel Conway is a Senior Lecturer in Politics and International Relations at the University of

Westminster. Daniel has written extensively about gender, sexuality and race in South Africa including
(2012) Masculinities, Militarisation and the End Conscription Campaign: War Resistance in Apartheid

South Africa (Manchester University Press and Wits University Press) and with Pauline Leonard (2012)
Migration, Space and Transnational Identities: The British in South Africa (Palgrave). He is currently

researching a Leverhulme Trust Fellowship on ‘The Global Politics Pride: LGBTQ+ Activism, Assimilation
and Resistance’ that will focus on Pride events and LGBTQ+ politics in Asia, Africa and South America.  

 
Francesca Romana Ammaturo 

Dr. Francesca Romana Ammaturo is a Lecturer in Sociology and Human Rights at the University of
Roehampton. Her research interests are rights of LGBTI persons in Europe, LGBT social movements and
activism, as well as European Citizenship. Her work has appeared on a number of peer-reviewed journals

and in 2017 she has published the book “European Sexual Citizenship: Human Rights, Bodies, and
Identities” for Palgrave. 

 
Carolina Silveira 

Carolina Silveira is a second year PhD Researcher at the University of the West of Scotland. Her current
research looks at the construction of Scottish identity through Stand-up comedy. Carolina’s academic

interests lie in politics, identity, language, comedy and discourse analysis.  
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Dr Mary Irwin 

Dr Mary Irwin is a specialist in television studies and has published widely on both historical and
contemporary television. Most recently she published on television situation comedy in Scotland, “Ah hink

it's time for suttin blue n a BAILEYS!" - Subverting Scottish Male Identities in Gary: Tank Commander”,
International Journal of Scottish Theatre and Screen (2018). She is currently working on the monograph,

Love Wars: Television Romantic Comedy. 
 

Corinne Mason 
Dr. Corinne L. Mason is an Associate Professor of Gender & Women’s Studies and Sociology at Brandon

University, Manitoba. Her research broadly focuses on the incorporation of queer and feminist logics in
institutional and mediated contexts with an emphasis on global LGBTIQ rights, gender-based and

sexualized violence, and reproductive justice.  
 

Natasha Alden 
Natasha Alden is Senior Lecturer in Contemporary British Fiction at Aberystwyth University. Her monograph,

Reading Behind the Lines: Postmemory, History, Story (MUP, 2014) explored the uses of the past in a
selection of recent historical novels , focussing on postmemory as a lens through which to understand
innovation in historical fiction representing the World Wars. She has also written on Sarah Waters, Pat
Barker, David Jones, Adam Thorpe, Ian McEwan and Emma Donoghue, and is currently working on a

monograph on the uses of the past in contemporary queer fiction. Her research interests include memory,
the historical novel and queer writing. 

 
Chase Ledin 

Chase Ledin is a Ph.D. student at the University of Edinburgh. Chase is a queer theorist whose research
concerns the biocultural history of HIV and AIDS in the UK and US, the sociology of chronic medicine, and

the mechanics of cultural discourse(s) during the HIV treatment era (1996-present). He is especially
interested in ‘end of AIDS’ ideology, the PrEP movement, and the processes of historicizing and archiving

queer narratives. 
 

Jana Funke 
Jana Funke is Senior Lecturer in English and Medical Humanities at the University of Exeter. She has

published journal articles and book chapters on modernist literature, sexual science and medicine, and the
history of sexuality. Books include Sex, Gender and Time in Fiction and Culture (co-edited with Ben Davies,

Palgrave, 2011), The World and Other Unpublished Works of Radclyffe Hall (MUP, 2016) and Sculpture,
Sexuality and History: Sculptural Encounters in Literature, Culture and the Arts from the Eighteenth Century
to the Present (co-edited with Jen Grove, Palgrave, 2018). In 2015-2016, Jana was selected to participate in
the New Generations in Medical Humanities programme, funded by the AHRC and the Wellcome Trust. In
2015, she was awarded a Joint Investigator Award (with Kate Fisher) by the Wellcome Trust to lead a five-

year project on the cross-disciplinary history of sexual science. 
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