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Session 

1: 

Who are we? 

Participants wrote down individual motivations for attending on 

post-it notes and stuck them on the wall. Then, working as a 

group, the post-its were categorised into themes (themes were 

created by grouping together similar ideas and agreeing on 

headings for groupings). The idea behind this activity was to see 

where our motivations were the same and become informed of 

the motivations of others that did not match our own. The output 

was as follows: 

 

Networking/connections (general) 

• Meet others who are engaged in queer studies 

• Networking 

• Meet others interested in queer issues 

• Meet people with similar interests 

• Become more informed on queer networks 

• Activist networking 😊 

 

Networking/connections (group) 

• Meet people who are/work with/feel queer – be part of a 

group 

• Be part of whatever this group is going to be 

• Connecting with others doing similar things 

 

Networking/connections (academic) 

• Networking (with queer academics) 

• Hearing about others’ work 

• Find out what others feel it means to be a queer 

academic 

• Meet other people interested in LGBT+ research 

• Meet other people doing Q research 

• Hear about other researchers’ work 

 

Activism and academia 

• I want to explore how academia can inform queer 

activism 

• Impact outside academia 

• Informing academic work with queer activism 

• Talk about how to link academic and activist practice 

• Make some connections, join up some dots 
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Resistance to a hostile environment 

• My department is really un-queer! 

• I want to beat the TERFs! 

• Make the PhD experience less looooonely! 

 

Collaboration 

• Find others to organize activities with 

• Meet some potential collaborators 

• Would like to be involved in conference 

• Collaborating on queer projects 

• See if there is scope for collaboration 

 

Research specifics 

• Problematising constructions of queer theory 

• Chat about ways of reconciling queer and feminist 

methodologies & theories 

• Just started an MA – getting back into queer theory 

• Learning about other people’s academic journey 

• Learn things and get ideas about my research 

• Studying gender & sexuality PhD 

• I want to centre queerness in my PhD 

• Is anyone else using performance/creative practice? 

• Recruiting for Feminist Archive cataloguing 

• Learn more about queer 

• Hear about diverse research interests (horizon broadening) 

• Making queer theory accessible 

 

 

Sessions 

two and 

three: 

 

 

What do we need? 

Consideration of what is currently missing from queer scholarship 

and community work, and what we would like to see in our fields/ 

solutions to current problems – participants moved around four 

tables adding to posters covering the themes of ‘personal’, 

‘social’, ‘institutional’ and ‘other’ and then came together for a 

discussion, adding relevant resources to ideas. Not all problems 

had solutions – this is something we can continue to work on as a 

group. The output was as follows: 

 

 

Category Problem Solutions Resources 

Personal Career choices – do I 

research queer things 

and risk not getting a 

job? 

  

Minority stress in 

department 

Gender pronouns/not 

asking annoying 

questions 

  

Why is sexual assault 

everywhere? – 

normalizing #metoo 

  

Queer nourishment   
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Bisexual 

erasure/invisibility – 

Femme invisibility 

  

CONSTUCTIVELY QUEER? Recognising different ways of 

being queer/queer realities. E.g. 

families, older people 

 

 

Networking – affirming   

Connectivity – other 

queer people, personal-

mentally supportive – 

academic 

  

  Dean Spade 

Social What is networking?   

Accessibility of social 

spaces – specifically 

rural, non-alcohol based 

 

  

Why is the group so 

young? Where are the 

queer elders? Social 

media, relevance, is 

‘queer’ accessible? 

 

  

Getting the word out to 

folks who don’t currently 

use/engage with 

‘queer’ 

  

Mental 

health/transitioning 

support 

  

Not necessarily 

identifying with ‘queer’ 

 

- Acknowledging the 

limitations of the word 

- Using multiple words, not just 

‘queer’ 

 

Networking barriers  - Advertise events in different 

ways & more widely 

- Talk about things between 

events 

- Mailing lists & information 

sharing outside of 

department 

- G4W (inter-institutional) 

funded event/network 

- Organise social queer 

networks/meetings/socials 

not about research 

- More queer nights out! 

(QUEER PARTIES ARE THE 

BEST PARTIES!) 

- Reinvigorate dormant 

research clusters/groups 

- Make music – a space for 

queer people/under-

represented to make music 

that isn’t pressurized? 

- Recognition of 

childcare/caring 

responsibilities often 

ignored/erased in queer 

spaces/activism 

- Facebook – where queer 

scholars can network and 

post events 

- Roles – University of 

Birmingham Gender and 

Sexuality Research Network. 

Conference every May. 

 

 

  Bar Wotever  

(make music) 

  Julia Serano 

(Excluded!  

Also good  
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whipping girl) 

 

  Jasbir Puar –  

terrorist  

assemblages 

  Powdthavee  

& Wooden  

(2015) 

  Perales (2016) 

  Anamika  

Majundar 

  Affrica Taylor  

– Queer Kin 

 

Institutional 

 

How to get funders to 

understand that it’s 

important to fund queer 

studies *and convince 

departments to allow 

the application 

  

Language as 

institutionalized 

-new possibilities for translating 

queer identities into other 

languages need to be explored; 

-break down, subvert, new 

typographies 

 

 

Communication   

Visibility   

Navigating the politics 

and bureaucracy of 

institution while queer - 

Dealing with the 

hypocrisy of being a 

part of a problematic 

system (& reproducing 

it) while trying to 

undermine it 

 

  

Outward facing vs 

insularity 

  

How to queer the 

academy? 

-Links between PG and UG across 

the institution? 

-Linking queer to anti-capitalism,, 

anti-racist discourse (…) 

normativity 

-Linking queer to union action 

and collectivizing within the 

institution: disrupting the 

neoliberal institution 

 

 

How to permeate 

queerness throughout 

the academy vs 

nicheness, 

fragmentation – cross 

institutional…? 

  

Constraints of language 

– labels as 

enabling/disabling 

  

Dissemination, impact 

and creative practice 

  

Are we prepared to 

dismantle our 

educational privilege for 

the sake of the 

collective good?? 

  

  Sara Ahmed 

‘Queer 

Phenomenology’ 

and her  

‘Feminist 

 Killjoy’  

blog 
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  Jack Halberstam 

‘Wildness’ 

 

  Sarah  

Almond 

 

Other 

 

Make queer 

intersectional! 

  

How to maintain other 

interests so don’t burn 

out & support structures 

  

Openspace technology   

Life 

outside/beyond/after 

academia – as a queer 

  

Where are the PoCs?   

How to take research  

into the world 

effectively? 

  

How can we get 

academics and non-

academics to connect, 

talk to each other, 

inform each others’ 

work? 

  

Inter-disciplinary 

knowledge exchange – 

connecting ‘artists’ and 

‘scientists’ 

  

 

   

 

 

 

Session 

Three: 

 

 

 

Mission, vision, and aims of the CQWG 

Defining the mission statement for the group. This statement is 

available here as a google doc and is currently unfinished – we 

invite members of the CQWG to amend this document until we 

have a mission statement that we feel represents the whole 

group. 

Session 

four: 

 

Next steps 
Where shall we go next? Most of this session was given over to 

discussing plans for a Critically Queer conference to be held later 

this year. If you did not attend the event and would like to be 

involved in conference planning please let us know 

(criticallyqueerbristol@gmail.com) and we’ll add you to the 

conference planning mailing list. 

 

mailto:criticallyqueerbristol@gmail.com

